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ABSTRACT

The tombs (Tor and Spin Gumbats) are located ithemancient rout along the Kurram River at ThaKwhat
Division. It was one of the main routes of for armgpvements from Ghazni to the Indus plain in thst.,pghe names are

based upon the colour of the tombs. These tombtharenly example of their kind in this area.
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INTRODUCTION
Location

Both the tombs are located at Thal (hamely Tor Gatralmd Spin Gumbat) on the right bank of the Kurrauar
about 251 km south-west of Peshawar, on the anoberé along the river Kurram connecting Parachimigin Kohat on
the one hand and Bannu on the other. This was #ia thoroughfare for the movement of armies fromagti to the
Indus plain (Shakir 2012: 12).

ARCHITECTURE
Tor Gumbat

The tomb building (Khan 1993: 189-90; Shakir 2032:39) is square (Figure 7) in plan 7.20 x 7.20xtemally
(Pl.Ia) and is constructed of dressed stokasjur blocks, river pebbles, cobbles and burnt brickediin lime mortar.
The total height of the building from the preserdund level is 8.29 m and each side is relieved ltgll pointed arch,

which accommodates the entrance in a rectang@aarefrof about 1.70 x 1.00 x 0.40 m.

Internally, the square tomb chamber, on each sidelieved by an alcove (Figure 6 & Pl.Ib) withi&0 cm
deep rectangular frame. The arches up to the spgnupint are made déanjur blocks fixed in lime mortar, while from
the springing point upwards they are made of bbrigks. Above the rectangular frame is a slighttgjected cornice
(Pl. lla) showing some traces of lime plaster. Phase of transition (Figure 6) consists of fourneorsquinches with
intermediate arches in-between having squattistesiery windows. The middle portion of each repnés¢he area of the
keystone. The phase of transition is topped byri@sef rectangular holes at a regular intervaliclwisuggests that these
holes were used for fixing wooden cross beamsrengthen the side of the building which have besggirally lime

plastered both internally and externally as traesstill visible at various spots.

The bricks are mainly used in the arched entrancetlae dome with occasional use in the walls, batdize of
these bricks is not uniform and varies from 24 x1®to 30 x 21 x 5 and 19 x 17 x 3 cm. The floofull of debris of the
fallen dome (Figure 5) and other collapsed portidrigerefore it is not clear whether there is onenore graves paved

with bricks or stone.
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Spin Gumbat

This building is located just a few metres to tbeth east of Tor Gumbat (Shakir 2012: 39-40). Ehaby it is
square (Figure 10) in plan. The entrance (Pl.I$bpriovided on 30 cm height from the ground in thetern side with a
pointed arch and a metre above the entrance iscargopening for light and ventilation (Figure 8)milar openings can
be seen on all the other three sides. The redieoivalls are plain. The south side of the chambsrttvo water shoots.
This square chamber has a metre high round drutm avitinning moulding in plaster and is topped Ipoated dome

with inverted lotus-like moulding.

Internally, the chamber walls have pointed sunkesoone on each side with a small projected cooricine top.
This square chamber is converted into an octagonooger squinches and intermediate arches (Figutepped by a
projected cornice (moulding) all around to receiaghointed dome. The grave chamber accommodatesgfawes,

one large and three smaller in size with pavedfloo

Externally and internally the building has a thio#at of lime plaster which has recently been whiteshed.
Above the phase of transition is a running florasidn painted in red and green, but mostly hiddeteuthe white wash.

The material used in the construction is locallgitable stonekanjur blocks, small size bricks and lime mortar.
DISCUSSIONS

This area from the time of Akbar to the invasionMddir Shah (1738) formed part of the Mughal Empire
(Khan 1993: 190). The Tor Gumbat, owing to weatigeffect and also the use of travertine stonénéndonstruction,
has with the lapse of time turned black and theemtiomb (Spin Gumbat or white Cupola) is fully péasd and
whitewashed. Now the words Tor and Spin in Pasht#amm‘Black” and “White” in the same order. The egsion
“Tor Gumbat and Spin Gumbat” therefore suggests tthese names were given to the monuments justubeaaf there

colours and for no other reason. Thus the real s@®em to have long been forgotten.

These monuments are the only example of their ityplais area and therefore, needs to be restorégm@aserved.
No other monument in the whole neighbourhood candstomparison with these tombs in terms of theafiséfferent
materials like (burnt bricks river cobbles and loaaailable stones) fixed with grey mortar and tdesd with thick lime
coating. The question of attribution and date ef tbmbs is still unsettled----- historical soureesl local tradition being
completely silent in this regard; neither is thargy epigraphic record or inscription available &phin resolving this
problem. But the building style of these structucesnprising low domes and square plans (Bunce 2fi§drte 2 (c))
suggest a date not earlier than the last quartéreafeign of Mughal emperor Shah Jahan.
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APPENDICES

Figure 1: Hangu (Thal): Tor Ghumbat, General View

Figure 3: Hangu (Thal): Tor Gumbat, Showing CornerSquinch in Phase of Transition
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Figure 4: Hangu (Thal): Spin Gumbat, Showing Entrarce and Details of the Facade
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Figure 5: Hangu (Thal): Tor Gumbat Front Elevation

- - ~
- ~

i

Figure 6: Hangu (Thal): Tor Gumbat Sectional Elevation
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Figure 7: Hangu (Thal): Tor Gumbat: Ground Plan
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Figure 8: Hangu (Thal): Spin Gumbat Front Elevation
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Figure 9: Hangu (Thal): Spin Gumbat Sectional Elevation

Figure 10: Hangu (Thal): Spin Gumbat: Ground Plan
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